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This trip was undertaken by Thomas and Nienke Lameris (brother and sister), Helen Rijkes and Niels Bot. After 
knowing each other for several years, being together in the same youth association (JNM), and after making 
several trips independently, we decided to go on a birdwatching trip together. We choose Turkey as our 
destiny due to the large amount of great bird species that could be seen here, inspiring stories of friends and 
the relatively low travel costs. Because we were all still studying at that moment and having not much money 
to spent, we also decided to do the complete trip by public transport. Therefore, we were not able to visit all 
the birding spots that could have been reached in the same time span using a car, but with good planning we 
managed to see a great deal of all the species that the area has to offer including the endemics. 
 
For questions or advice don`t hesitate to send an e-mail to mailvoorniels@gmail.com, 
thomaslameris@gmail.com, helenrijkes@gmail.com or nienkelameris@gmail.com.  We will be more then 
welcome to try to help you. 
 
Preparation 
We mainly used trip reports to find out which species could be seen where, and to make a selection of spots 
we wanted to visit based on accessibility by public transport and the amount of new (endemic) species that 
could be seen. 
 
Itterinary 
10

th
 : Arrival in Istanbul 

11
th

: Istanbul to Aksaray 
12

th
: Aksaray to Pinarbaşı, and up in the Aladağlar mountains. 

13
th

: Aladağlar mountains (including the chromium mine) and back to Demirkazık. 
14

th
: Surroundings of Demirkazık and trip to Birecik 

15
th

: Birecik and surroundings 
16

th
: Birecik and surroundings 

17
th

: Birecik and surroundings, and trip to Gaziantep 
18

th
: Durnalık, and trip to Kahta 

19
th

: trip to Nemrut Daği and birding its surroundings 
20

th
: Surroundings of Nemrut Daği 

21
st

: Surroundings of Nemrut Daği and trip to Van 
22

nd
: Trip to Dogubayazit/ Ishak Paşa and birding its surroundings 

23
rd

: Ishak Paşa and its surroundings, and marshes close to Karabulak 
24

th
: Ishak Paşa and its surroundings, Bendimeihi marshes and trip to Van. 

25
th

: Van castle and its surroundings 
26

th
: flight to Istanbul 

27
th

: Istanbul and flight to Amsterdam 
 
Costs 
We took a cheap flight (Transavia) from Amsterdam to Istanbul Sabiha Gökçen. We paid €285 each. We booked 
a flight from Van to Istanbul Sabiha Gökçen at Pegasus, the Turkish local airline, for which we each paid €45. 
Outside Istanbul the ho(s)tels were quite cheap with the average cost around 25YTL per person per night. 
Camping was of course cheaper, but this heavilly depended on the location. The food wasn’t expensive either 
and for 10YTL per person a good dinner could be ordered. Busses were somewhat more expensive (but very 
comfortable!) and costed around 8YTL per 100km. Specific costs per journey can be found in the report. 
Eventually alltogether we paid €500 each for the whole trip (excl. airplane tickets). A very good bargain for 2 
weeks birding in Turkey! 
 
Accomodation 
We mostly slept in ho(s)tels, which were often inexpensive and located practically everywhere. Especially at 
the very hot places (like Birecik) it is important to have airconditioning. We also brought our tent but used it, 
except for high up in the mountains at Demirkazik, only near pensions so our possesions would be safe. These 
were only at the higher altitudes, so camping was comfortable, neither too hot nor too cold at night. 
 
Public transport 
Because of the lower costs we decided to do our trip using only public transport. We think it is a good way to 
explore Turkey because we were able to reach most places we wanted to without too much delay. In addition, 



Turkish people are very friendly, and we always found people willing to help us to get the right busses. At 
busstations employees from different bus companies are walking around, looking for travellers and advertising 
their journeys. You just walk up to them, tell them where you want to go, and they will bring you to the right 
places. But do not hesitate to look around some more if the offer (time of departure) is not what you are 
looking for. Nevertheless, we never had bad experiences whith them. 
 We happened to arrive at the beginning of the holiday period, and experienced that most busses were fully 
booked wel in advance. This was only a problem in Istanbul, where we eventually had to travel via Aksaray in 
order to reach Nigde and Demirkazik. For the other busses in central and eastern Turkey we experienced no 
further problems with booking. 
The longdistance-busses were very comfortable with some free drinks on almost every ride. A lot of Turkish 
people take (night) busses, so be prepared for some crying children keeping you awake sometimes. Sitting in 
the back can be bad for people with motion sickness, but it is difficult to explain to the ticket office if you want 
places in front. Furthermore, mind your manners. Turkish people don’t seem to be used to people talking very 
loud in the bus, so keep a little quiet.  
Smaller minibusses pending between the smaller villages and towns go very often. With the exception of 
getting out of Kahta we experienced no problems. 
When you need to reach smaller towns situated close to the main road, don’t try to ask for a bus to this 
direction. Instead, ask for a bus to the next bigger town and buy you ticket in the bus while making clear that 
you want to get of the bus earlier. 
 
Used literature 
 
For large distance travelling we used a map of the country from Freytag & Berndt 1:800 000 and the Lonely 
Planet guide to Turkey, 11

TH
 edition from April 2009. In addition we got some information from the following 

trip report (also using public transport): Turkey & Syria, aug 2007 by Sander Bot (www.travellingbirder.com). 
And to a minor extend the trip report as published on: http://www.birdforum.net/showthread.php?t=201286 
For navigation within particular areas we used satelite images we printed (color) from Google Earth, as well as 
a GPS device with maps, the two Gosney guides and descriptions in trip reports. 
 
The main trip reports we used to find information on sites and species were: 
Central and East Turkey May 2005, 2006 and 2007  Klaus Malling Olsen  
South & East Turkey  Jun-Jul 2008   Fraser S Simpson  
Pontics etc.  May-Jun 2010    Gareth K. Useful maps! 
Southern and Central Turkey Apr-May 2011   Tristan Reid 
 
Moreover we had many conversations with Jorrit Vlot (NL) who did a birdwatching trip to Turkey in 2010 and 
was planning one for 2011 as well, giving us a good insight on what to expect where. 
 
Finally we used the two Gosney guides, which were mainly usefull fot the maps, and descriptions of sites: 
Finding birds in Turkey - Ankara to Birecik 
Finding birds in Eastern Turkey 
 
Below you can find a full report of our trip, with information on the birds as well as on the use of public 
transport and accomodation.  The information on birds is always in italics, while the information on transport, 
accomodation, etc. is in normal layout. 
 

Sunday 10th of July - Arrival in Istanbul 
 
We landed around 20:35 at Sabiha Gökçen airport, in the eastern part of Istanbul. After retrieving our luggage 
we took a city bus to Kadiköy, a district of Istanbul at the eastern bank of the Bosporus. We arrived there 
around 22:00 and with help of a kind Turkish lady checked some bus companies for busses leaving for Niğde 
the same night, but found none. After that we checked for the same destination at the bus station in Harem 
(10 min. by taxi), but found none there either. Therefore we were forced to stay overnight in Instanbul, and 
took a small hotel in Kadiköy. The name was Aşam Otel and we bargained the price down from 280 to 160 YTL 
for two double rooms. Unfortunately it turned out one room did not have air-conditioning and was also 
situated adjacent to the street that was very noisy. 
 

http://www.travellingbirder.com/
http://www.birdforum.net/showthread.php?t=201286


Monday 11th of July - Istanbul to Aksaray 
 
After we woke up we had some tea in the neighbouring restaurant, and spotted our first birds in Turkey. Alpine 
swifts were flying above our heads and in the streets we located several Laughing Doves. 
 
Around 10:00 we headed for the main busstation in the western part of Istanbul, to find an overnight bus to 
Niğde. We reached the busstation by first taking the ferry from Kadiköy to Sarıdemir which is next to the Galata 
bridge. 
 
Near the docks many Yellow-legged Gulls were flying around and Cormorants and Shags were sitting on the 
jetties in the water. When we crossed the Bosporus on a ferry we looked out for Yelkouan Shearwaters and 
soon observed several groups – about 60 individuals in total – flying to the north.  
 
Having reached the other side, we took a tram to Aksaray, and walked from there to Aksaraymetro station (10 
min., well-signed). From here we then took a metro to the main bus station (otogar). We arrived there around 
12:30 and started to check the offices of the different bus companies. All of them said busses to Niğde were 
fully booked for the next 2-5 days(!) and it didn`t seem to be a sales pitch. We think this could be due to the 
start of the holidays, making people to visit their family in the more rural areas. Luckily we were offered a bus 
to Aksaray, about 100km Northwest of Niğde, leaving at 14:30. It costed us 55 YTL per person.  
 
From the bus we saw several new species for the trip, of which Red-rumped Swallow and Black Kite were the 
most interesting. 
 
Although the bus was said to be in Aksaray at 22:00, we arrived there at 1:30 in the night. We were dropped 
along the big road, close to the city centre. An old taxidriver which spoke German helped us to find a nice hotel 
close to the small bus station from which the bus to Niğde would leave the next morning. Hostel costed 100 YTL 
for a four-bed room. 
 

Tuesday 12th of July - Aksaray to Pinarbaşı, and up in the Aladağlar mountains. 
 
We were at the small bus station around 7:00. The first bus to Niğde left at 8:30 from the big bus station (7YTL 
pp.), but there were free shuttles running up and down taking about 10 minutes. In the mean time we arranged 
gasoline for our burner at a small gas station which was located at the small bus station. 
We arrived at the big bus station just outside Niğde at 10:05 and got a shuttle bus to the small bus station 
immediately. From here we took a minibus heading for Çamardı (4,5YTL p.p.)and got of at the junction at 
Çukurbağ at 12:15. 
 
On the small busstation of Aksaray we saw a Peregrine Falcon trying his luck on the local Swifts, but without 
succes. From the bus to Niğde several Calandra Larks were spotted, as well as Lesser Grey Shrikes sitting on the 
wires and a group of Greater Flamingos in a small saltpan. After getting off the bus at Demirkazık we heard an 
European Serin at the junction with the main road. 
 
We started to walk in the direction of Demirkazık and were almost immediately spotted by a guy in a 
white/grey Lada Niva (Ali something). He offered us a lift, and during the drive to Pinarbasi tried to persuate us 
to camp in his garden, as well as to go up the mountain with him to see the snowcocks (or ‘sonococko`s’ as he 
said), which we refused. When we arrived in Pinarbaşı it also turned out that he wanted us to pay him 40 YTL 
for the ride! We gave him 20YTL, and left. We re-packed our stuff and started to walk up the mountain at 13:25 
(see the map below). 
 
Directly at the start of the road up the mountain in Pinarbaşi we found a small well with the first interesting 
birds: a male White-throated Robin, a Rock Bunting and a Rock Sparrow, while behind us in the village we 
heard a Black-headed Bunting, European Serin and a Golden Oriole singing. The walk to the camping spot was 
tiresome, but we were rewarded with many birds on the way up: 2 Chukars, several Western Rock Nuthatches, 
another White-throated Robin, Blue Rock Trush, Ortolan Bunting, Isabeline Wheatears, Horned Larks, a Long-
legged Buzzard, more Rock Sparrows and several Asia Minor Ground Squirrels. Closer to the camping spot, at 
a higher altitude, the surroundings were dryer and different species were observed: Rock Trush and Northern 



Wheatears. The first Crimson-winged Finches flew by and flocks of Choughs and Alpine Choughs were 
disturbed by a high overflying adult Lammergeier. 
 
We arrived at our campsite (37°54'9.60"N, 35° 9'28.68"E) at 18:00 (8km distance and 600m height difference). 
 
Here several Western Rock Nuthatches were calling constantly, we heard Red-fronted Serins lower on the slope 
and 2 of these birds gave good views for a short time. A visit to the spring produced the first Snowfinch, another 
Crimson-winged Finch and a Chukar. Close to the camping spot we observed several Horned Larks and a Ring 
Ouzel, in the evening Nightjars started singing and one of them flew past. 
 

Wednesday 13th of July - Aladağlar mountains (including the chromium mine) and back to 
Demirkazık. 
 
We started walking at 4:00 towards the top, when it was still dark, while leaving our tents and other stuff.  
 
We were accompanied by the song of Nightjars. A Chukar was flushed from the track and as dawn aproached 
Horned Larks started singing. Before we even arrived at the last junction before the chromium mine we heard 
high curlew-like calls – Caspian Snowcocks! We rushed to the top, but still before the mine, where we also saw 
several Black redstarts, Snowfinches and finally had good views of a Crimson-winged Finch. We soon located a 
calling Snowcock (37°53'30.30"N, 35° 8'55.48"E) on the high edge on the opposite side of the mountain, 
followed by another. We had good scope views and also heard a bird lower down the slope – a total of 3 birds! 
We continued our final ascent to the mine, during which we saw a group op Wild Goats and we could see our 
tents far below us in the valley. In the mine we located yet another Snowcock far away on the edge, and 
Choughs, several singing Alpine Accentors and at least 2 Wallcreepers on the cliff face to our right.  
 
We arrived at the chromium mine at 6:30 (6 km distance and 600m height difference). Without birding-breaks 
the walk can be done in about two hours. 
 
Walking back we were entertained by a lot of Snowfinches that were not shy at all. On the place where we had 
seen the first Snowcocks we located 2 Snowcocks sitting next to each other and calling. They were very close by 
on the lower ridge, and we had fantastic scope views. A Red-fronted Serin came sitting very close and we all 
finally had good views of this magnificant bird. While descending, we encountered 2 Rock Trushes where the 
vegetation started again. Here Helen and Nienke located a Radde’s Accentor, but unfortunately it flew away 
before we could all check it. 2 Chukars were flushed, we saw an Ortolan Bunting and when we arrived at the 
camping spot an adult Golden Eagle was flying above our tents. 
 
At 11:30 we were back at our camp site. Resting near our tents we discussed our plans for the rest of the day. 
We had seen all our target species for this place, only Radde’s Accentor was not seen by all of the group, and 
not seen very well anyway. Scanning trough our trip reports we found that it had been seen right next to our 
camping spot only 4 years ago.  
 
We tried our luck and after 15 minutes located a Radde’s Accentor near the stream close to the road, as well as 
a showy Red Fronted Serin. 
 
At 13:00 we then started our walk back to Pinarbaşı and arrived there at 16:30.  
 
During our walk we saw most of the species as on the way up, but we could add Tawny Pipit and Cuckoo to our 
trip list. 
 
In Pinarbaşı  we were extremely lucky because at 17:00 the only bus passing this road to Demirkazık came by, 
and took us! Lucky feet! :) When we arrived in Demirkazık we were immediately spotted by our ‘taxidriver’ of 
the day before, and we camped in his garden (30 YTL for the four of us, including sleeping, refreshements and a 
ride to back to the Çukurbağ-junction the next day). 
 



 
 
Map of the Aladağlar mountains. The red track starts in the village of Pinarbaşı. After going straight at the split, 
(where you can turn right uphill towards the chromium mine), you will first pass the water well. A bit further 
we camped. 
 

 
 
View from our tents. The darker green in the left of the picture is a small stream where we saw the Radde’s 
Accentor. 



Thursday 14th of July - Surroundings of Demirkazık and trip to Birecik 
 
We birded the area around Demirkazık from 5:30-8:30, because we had one target species to go – the Finsch’s 
Wheatear! 
 
The slope behind the mountain centre (37°51'30.26"N, 35° 5'50.30"E) was supposed to be a reliable spot, but 
not today. We did see a Northern Wheatear, Rock Bunting, 2 Ortolan Buntings, Stonechats, 10 Spanish 
Sparrows and Lesser Whitetroaths and managed to attract 4 stray dogs that kept following us the rest of the 
morning – nice! 
Our next spot was the gorge, another good spot for Finsch’s Wheatear. We saw several wheatears flying into 
the gorge as we arrived and had good hopes, but found only Northern Wheatears and 3 Eastern Black-eared 
Wheatears in the gorge. Many Western Rock Nuthatches were present, as well as Alpine Swifts and Crag 
Martins. Back at the entrance we had good scope views of a Chukar sitting on the slope edge. 
The sun was rising and we had put our hopes for the Wheatear on the graveyard opposite the gorge. During the 
inspection of a Rock Sparrow sitting on the small wall surrounding the graveyard, but then Niels located a 
superb male Finsch’s Wheatear on the rocks close by. After fantastic views we walked back and saw a pair of 
White-throated Robins near the entrance of the gorge. A surprise was a Tree-pipit next to the Mountain centre. 
 
After packing our stuff and drinking some tea we were back at the Çukurbağ-junction at 10:15. Within 20 
minutes we got a bus arriving in Çamardı at 11:00 (2 YTL p.p.). Unfortunately the next bus to Adana left at 
15:30 (15 YTL p.p.), giving us a forced break of four and a half hours. In the mean time w took a look at our 
schedule while enjoying fruits and coke. At 18:30 we then arrived in Adana and got a bus to Şanlıurfa almost 
right away (19:30, 30 YTL p.p.). We left the bus at a rest stop in Birecik (23:15), about 300m West of Hotel 
Mirklam (37° 1'42.25"N, 37°58'7.21"E). This hotel is often used by birdwatchers and was good value for our 
money because of the air conditioning which was perfect for the hot afternoons (45 YTL per night for a double). 
 
Apart from thousands of House Martins on the busstation of Adana (a grey form) nothing interesting was seen. 
 

Friday 15th of July - Birecik and surroundings 
 
We left the hotel by foot at 5:15 and arrived at the ‘northern gravelpits’ around 6:00.  
 
On our way we saw a Syrian Woodpecker, the first Graceful Prinias and overflying Night Herons. At the first big 
pond we saw Cattle Egrets and a Squacco Heron. After the pond it we turned right where we soon located 3 
Iraq Babblers (37° 2'54.54"N, 37°58'24.11"E). At the end of the road we saw some very pale female Sparrows 
sitting near their huge Magpie-like nests, and quickly located a stunning male Dead Sea Sparrow (location of 
nests: 37° 3'5.34"N, 37°58'23.87"E).  At the same spot we saw our first Rufous Scrub Robin and several Bee-
eaters came flying over our heads. The sun was rising, so we quickly headed back to the main track and 
continued our way northwards. On an agricultural field left of the main track we found a large group of Spanish 
Sparrows and about 100 Desert Finches (37° 2'51.25"N, 37°58'14.67"E)  and had excellent scope views of the 
latter, while the Iraq Babblers kept on singing in the reeds to our right. The reed beds were teeming with birds: 
Great Reed Warblers, Caspian Reed Warblers, Penduline Tit and Little Bitterns were seen, while looking up in 
the sky was good for Pygmy Cormorants, White-winged Black Terns and hovering Pied Kingfishers. On the 
electricity wires we located a distant Roller. While watching Crested Larks on the track in front of us we saw a 
dark patridge-like bird scurrying away, a female Black Frankolin! We soon heard the males giving their 
trumpet-like calls from the high grass, but were unable to flush them and instead flushed another female. The 
water level of the river Euphrates was high so we couldn’t make a round trip, but at the end of the track 3 
Black-bellied Sandgrouse came flying past and on the other side of the river we frustratingly heard another 
Black Frankolin calling. It was only 09.00 but already the sun burned like a baker’s oven and we headed back to 
the beginning of the pits, where Helen and Thomas located the first Ménétries’s Warblers of the trip.  
 
We birded untill 11:00 and after a quick lunch – pizza with cold coke! – we headed back to our hotel to escape 
the heat. We slept in the afternoon, and left at 16:30 for the famous teagardens were we arrived at 17:00.  
 



In the northern garden we instantly located a resting juvenile Pallid Scops Owl (37° 1'15.29"N, 37°58'28.67"E) 
and after some searching an adult bird was found resting in another tree. We enjoyed our tea with several 
Olivaceous Warblers foraging through the trees and a first White-spectacled Bulbul which provided brief views.  
 
Although we already had seen Dead Sea Sparrows we decided to check the Southern gravel pits, maybe we 
could found our male Black Frankolin here. We left around 18:30 for the southern gravelpits (30-minute walk), 
but took a wrong turn which made us walk along a fence through cultivated fields for two kilometers. 
 
Neverthelss, we saw several Rufous Scrub Robins, a male Dead Sea Sparrow and a Roller along the way. When 
we eventually entered the gravelpits the waterlevel was very high and the the sun was setting. We were 
suprised by 3 Marbled Ducks quickly swimming away in the reed, while the only other birds were Night Herons 
and Squaco Herons. Overflying juvenile large white-headed Gulls were probably Armenian Gulls, but 
identification was difficult.  
 
Our way back was blocked by large angry dogs and armed with stones we made a quick shortcut trough a pine 
plantation, back to the town. We were back at the tea gardens at 20:15. 
 
Here we soon had good views of the Pallid Scops Owls in the southern garden – 2 juveniles were begging for 
food while 2 adults were hunting in the light of the lamps of the tea garden.  
 

 

 
 

Juvenile Pallid Scops Owl in the tea garden. 
 
 



Saturday 16th of July - Birecik and surroundings 
 
We left the hotel at 4:00 and walked to the Wadi, where we arrived by 5:00.  
 
While walking along the cliffs north of town we heard swifts calling – Little Swifts! When we arrived in the Wadi 
twilight was making place for the sun and making our plans to find the See-see Partridge we decided to walk on 
the southern cliff edge of the wadi, but this proved to be not such a good idea. Although we found some 
Woodchat Shrikes, Rollers and a Peregrine Falcon the partridges seemed absent. The sun was very much 
present, so we tried to get down into the wadi again – easier said than done. After an hour we finally succeeded 
and discovered we had almost reached the end of the wadi. Here we saw two big ears sticking out of a cave – 
two Red Foxes, probably a desert subspecies with very large ears. Walking back the bushes were busy with birds: 
Many Menetrie’s Warblers, Olivaceous Warblers and White-spectacled Bulbuls. Over our heads we saw 3 
Little Swifts flying between the common Swifts and 3 Eastern Black-eared Wheatears flew in front of us in the 
wadi, but still no partridges. At the end of the wadi, when we had almost given up hope we finally flushed a lone 
male See-see Partridge scurrying up a hill! Helen was 100 meters behind but could get some brief views by 
rushing up the slope. Although the views had not been great, we all saw the bird and were happy nonetheless. 
 
We birded here untill about 8:30 and then left by foot to the electricity sub-station mentioned in the Gosney 
(site 5), which is about an hour walk. Don’t forget to take a turn right, following the main road, at the 2

nd
 pump 

station. 
 
During the walk we saw several White-spectacled Bulbuls in the riverine bushes. After the (second) petrol 
station we took the road to Halveti, while we spotted several Desert Finches in the orchards. Near the electricity 
house mentioned in the Gosney we looked in a dry river where Chestnut-shouldered Petronias had been seen a 
year before by Jorrit Vlot. We did not find the petronias, but saw a Rufous Bush Robin, a singing male Dead Sea 
Sparrow, several Olivaceous Warblers and some Bee-eaters. We continued our way to the electricity house 
which was only a couple of hundred meters after the dry river. No birds here, but when we walked 50 meters 
back we found a dead tree with about 20 Chestnut Shouldered Petronias (37° 4'1.47"N, 37°57'58.28"E), 
including 2 magnificent males.  
 
By now it was 11.00 and the heat was simply killing, so we took a dolmus to Birecik (which were passing 
regularly). 
 
From here we walked back to Mirklam, and during the walk we surprisingly heard singing Dead Sea Sparrows in 
the trees next to the hotel! In addition, we saw a Booted Eagle circling above our hotel. 
 
We were back at Mirklam at 12:30. After some sleep we then left for the northern gravelpits again, at 17:30, in 
order to see the male Black Frankolin we had missed the day before. 
 
The birds seen were mostly similar to the day before with now many male Dead Sea Sparrows doing their 
display. A surprise was a stunning adult Rose-coloured Starling, perched on an elctricity line. After a long search 
Helen located a Black Frankolin – another female which quickly hid in the long grass. During the walk to the Kiyi 
restaurant (where they serve beer!) we saw a Little Owl, one of the common European form. 
 

Sunday 17th of July - Birecik and surroundings, and trip to Gaziantep 
 
This morning Niels and Nienke slept in while Thomas and Helen went again to the main wadi to have another 
look for the See-see Partridge. We left the hotel at 4:00 and arrived at the Wadi around 4:45. 
 
At the entrance we directly heard the call of the See-see Partridge, to our frustration followed by a calling Black 
Frankolin! Climbing one of the slopes was a good idea this time, and we spotted a male Eastern Black-eared 
Wheatear and our first Upcher’s Warbler! Walking further in the wadi we again saw the Red Foxes and had 
good views this time, after which we found what we were looking for - a pair of See-see Partridges (37° 
2'43.28"N, 37°59'24.05"E) gave excellent views as they scurried away on a nearby slope. We looked at the time 
and decided that we still had time to go all the way to the Northern Gravel Pits to have another look for the 
Black Frankolin. At the entrance of the wadi we finally saw the Bald Ibisses– locked up in their cage.  



 
We birded here untill 6:30 and then got a lift back to the hotel. After collecting Nienke we went again to the 
Northern Gravelpits by foot around 7:15  
 
Again the Black Frankolins were calling but we were unable to see them. Birds were similar as before, but we 
were happy with 2 showy Iraq Babblers and 2 very close Black-bellied Sandgrouse. 
 
We were back at 10:30. At 12:00 we were picked up in front of our hotel by one of the minibusses running to 
Gaziantep (6 YTL p.p.), after the owner of Hotel Mirklam made a phone call. We arrived around 13:00 at the big 
busstation. Here we checked for public transport to Durnalık fof the next morning. Here it was said there was a 
bus going there which would leave at 5:00, but we were not sure people really had understood were we 
wanted to go. We then took a city buss to the city centre (1,5 YTL p.p., 1 hour) and checked in at Hotel 
Güllüoğlu. No birds were seen here, but we had a nice afternoon enjoying the famous Antep Baklava and spent 
the evening on a rooftop café. 
 

Monday 18th of July - Durnalık, and trip to Kahta 
 
We left the hotel at 4:00 and took a taxi to the bus station (10min. 13,70 YTL  total). Here we could not find any 
bus leaving for Durnalık, and people kept raising their shoulders when we asked about it. Durnalık is a small 
village, about 1km up a dirt road from the E90/E400. With the use of an English speaking student we finally 
managed to get on a bus that would drop us of at the start of the dirt road (37°10'24.72"N, 37°11'32.84"E). 
Many busses pass this point, and it was a mystery why everybody at the bus station kept saying they did not 
know any bus that could bring us to Durnalık. The only explanation we have is that they thought we needed a 
bus to really Durnalık itself, although we mentioned walking in every time we asked about transport. 
Nevertheless, we wereat the junction to Durnalık at 6:30.  
 
Walking the first part from the road already produced a lot of good birds: 2 Upcher’s Warblers, several White-
throated Robins, Black-headed Buntings, Sombre Tits, 2 Eastern Orphean Warblers and a Long-legged 
Buzzard. In a tree along the road 2 Eastern Rock Nuthatches were calling, what a difference with their 
“Western” nephews! The small stream mentioned in the Gosney was busy with birds, although mainly Black-
headed Buntings and White-throated Robins, we eventually spotted a juvenile type Cinereous Bunting. Further 
South there were far less birds and we only spotted some more Eastern Rock Nuthatches. 
 
After birding the area it was 9:50 when we were back at the junction. Many busses passed here, but most were 
full. Nevertheless, at 10:05 we already were in a bus heading for Gaziantep. Busses passing here, coming from 
Gaziantep, were heading to “Antakya, Kirikhan, Islahiye” en “Osmaniye”. People wanting to go to Durnalık 
might just hop on one of these busses next time. 
At 10:37 we were back at the Bus station in Gaziantep, went to our hotel to pick up our stuff by city bus, and 
were back 12:26. We asked for busses running to Kahta, and immediately were were stuffed into a minibus to 
Adiyaman, where would have to change. This left already at 12:40, and we were in Adiyaman at 15:15 (14 YTL 
p.p.). Here we had a minibus to Kahta leaving within 15 minutes (3 YTL p.p.) and taking about 30-45 minutes. In 
the buss we met two german-speaking Kurds which invited us to come to a wedding that evening. We stayed in 
a hostel of friend of theirs (called Kommagene, 25 YTL p.p. including breakfast), and enjoyed an incredible 
evening at an original Kurdish wedding…!! 
 

Tuesday 19th of July - trip to Nemrut Daği and birding its surroundings 
 
At 9:30 we went of with a taxi, arranged by the owners of the Kommagene hostel, to Çesme Pansion at the 
entrance gate of Nemrut Daği NP were we arrived around 11:00 (50 YTL total). Here we camped in the garden 
for  30 YTL p.p.p. including breakfast and dinner. After dropping our stuff we first birded around the entrance 
gate, and then started to walk to the summit.Entrance fee for the NP by foot was 3 YTL p.p.  
 
From the pension we saw a juvenile Woodchat Shrike, a species that would prove to be extremely common in 
the area. We started on a walk to the top, during which we saw many Eastern Black-eared Wheatears and we 
had brief views of a Pale Rock Sparrow, but only Niels was close enough to see it well.  
 



Half way we met a Belgian birdwatcher, who we could provide with some good information on birds in Birecik. 
Together we drove to a drinking pool mentioned in the trip report of Simpson (2008), but it appeared to be dry. 
The Belgian was so kind to drive us to the top of mt. Nemrut and after thanking him we started our walk to the 
top, following the trail along the left-hand side.  
 
Along the trail we had brief views of a Cinereous Bunting, saw several Northern Wheatears and Eastern Black-
eared Wheatears and also one Kurdish Wheatear. On the top we saw several more Kurdish Wheatears, a total 
of 10-15 individuals. Also Snowfinches, Horned Larks and Linnets were present, being extremely tame near a 
bowl with water on the Western terrace. We were confused by some strange looking finches, which eventually 
were identified as Desert Finches, a surprising observation for a mountain top. An Eastern Rock Nuthatch was 
sitting near one of the stone heads, while on the way down we observed several Western Rock Nuthatches. At 
the restaurant near the parking lot Snowfinches were very tame while a Rock Sparrow was easy to observe 
inspecting his young in a rusty pipe. During our walk down the wind took up and clouds covered the sun – rain 
was coming. We saw a Water Pipit and heard  Chukar, but were lukcy to get a ride back to our pension. 
Inspired by the bowl of water at the top, we placed our own water bowl near the entrance gate in the hope of 
attracting thirsty birds. Thomas still did some birding and found 2 singing males Cinereous Buntings 
(37°57'4.64"N, 38°45'45.51"E) and several Crested Larks. 
  
Back at the pension we got a text message from the group of the Vlot Brothers – they would join us there the 
next afternoon! In the evening we saw several huge spider-like creatures running around, hopefully we would 
not meet one of those in our tents.. 
 

Wednesday 20th of July - Surroundings of Nemrut Daği 
 
When we woke up most of us experienced stomach pains – maybe the presumed drinkable water was not so 
good after all. Nienke stayed in her tent but the rest of us went for an inspection of our experimental water 
bowl (6:15-7:15).  
 
When we arrived we found a stunning male Cinereous Bunting who came close to the bowl but didn’t dare to 
touch it, much to our disappointment. Several Western Rock Nuthatches and Eastern Black-eared Wheatears 
were also present. 
 
After this we birded the orchards/shrubs and bushes just south of the pension (until 8:45) in order to see some 
Hyppolais warblers. 
 
After a first Upcher’s Warbler we quickly located a huge grey warbler in a tree – an Olive Tree Warbler! 
Walking into the first small road on our left there was a lot of bird activity: we saw several more Upcher’s 
Warblers, Eastern Orphean Warblers and one more Olive Tree Warbler. Also Olivaceous Warblers were 
present and were good for comparison. 
 
Back at the pension we enjoyed an extensive breakfast, and started birding again around the entrence gate 
(12:45-13:45).  
 
Here 2 more Cinereous Buntings were present and a ‘Steppe’ Buzzard flew past. 
 
Then we started to walk up to the summit, in order to enjoy more birds there and escape the heat a bit. On our 
walk up we tried to get a lift. However, everybody who stopped, asked for money for the ride, sometimes even 
50 YTL! Finally we stepped into a minibus from a guided tour, brining us up for 10 YTL total.  
 
We slowly climbed the top. Bird activity was extremely low compared to yesterday, but we did manage to see a 
Tawny Pipit, a Black Redstart (ssp. Gibraltariensis), large groups of (Alpine) Choughs far away, Snowfinches 
and Horned Larks but no interesting Wheatears. 
 
After a cold coke in the restaurant at the top we headed back and eventually got a ride back to the pension, 
where the Brothers Vlot and their gang had already arrived! We had a nice evening with a good meal, beers 
and the old Dutch jokes. When we went to bed a large Scorpion was found on the tent, but Nienke was not 
impressed and wiped it off.  



 
 

View from the top. 
 

 
 

The water hole. Birds can be seen very well from the surrounding rocks, using field scopes. 



Thursday 21st of July - Surroundings of Nemrut Daği and trip to Van 
 
In the early morning we went up to a small water whole (37°56'58.74"N, 38°43'58.52"E), our Dutch friends had 
found in the area last year. We were shuttled there with their care, and were there around 5:30. 
 
On the way there we observed a superb male Finsch’s Wheatear and another ‘Steppe’ Buzzard. We positioned 
ourselves on safe distance from the pool with our scopes and soon it was teeming with birds: many Rock 
Buntings, several Cinereous Buntings, more than 10 Pale Rock Sparrows, a Crimson-winged Finch, 2 Desert 
Finches, 2 Kurdish Wheatears, many Hoopoes, Western Rock Nuthatches and 3 Rock Trushes. Eventually a 
mixed herd of sheep, cows and mules came drinking at the pool and the birds were gone. After making a group 
picture we decided to go back to the pension for breakfast. 
 
After the breakfast we packed our stuff and were dropped at the junction close to Narince (11:15). We started 
to try to get a lift. Regularly (mini)busses stopped, but none of them went to Siverek. At 12:00 the minibus 
heading to Siverek came by, but was full! Therefore we decied to try to get to Kahta, and get to Siverek from 
there. Immeadiately a bus stopped, and by 12:50 we were back at Kahta otogar (5 YTL p.p.). At 13:30 the next 
bus to Siverek left (8YTL p.p.) but was also overloaded. Picking up a minibus to Siverek at the junction at 
Narince thus seems diffcult if not impossible.We arrived in Siverek by 15:15, and at 15:30 left with a minibus to 
Dyarbakir: these leave when full. At 17:00 we were at the small bus station in the centre of Dyarbakir. Here we 
were able to book a bus to Van (35 YTL p.p.) for which we had to walk to the big road passing the small bus 
station and get on the bus there. It seemed that there were many opportunities to go to Van by bus from here, 
even this evening alone already. 
At 1:30 in the night we then got of the bus in the centre of Van, and went to hotel Kahraman (25 YTL p.p., but 
noisy). 
 

Friday 22nd of July - Trip to Dogubayazit/ Ishak Paşa and birding its surroundings 
 
We had to ask around to find out the place where the busses to Dogubayazit left. When we finally arrived there, 
it turned out that we just had missed a bus leaving at 9:00, and the next would be at 12:00 (20 YTL pp). We 
therefore strawled back into the city. Luckily we were back at the bus station early, because in practice we 
were leaving the bus station already at 11:52… Be in time!  
 
During the drive we saw several Rollers and Bee-Eaters sitting on wires while Armenian Gulls were seen around 
the lake and even around the lava fields near Serpmetas. 
 
Around 15:00 we arrived in Dogubayazit. Here constantly people were trying to rip us of, by denying that there 
were minibusses runnng to Isak Pasha. Finally, we got one (2 YTL pp; don`t pay more!!). Here we camped next 
to Parasut Camping, a small reastaurant located directly above the palace (2.5 YTL pppn). This was an excellent 
choice, located so close to the palace, so cheap, completely out of the crowdiness and with birds next to our 
tents: Alpine Swifts were flying over our heads and on the wire a Black-headed Bunting was singing. 
 
We still had some time left today and decided to try a spot the Vlot brothers had advised us for Grey-necked 
Bunting and Mongolian Finch (see the map below). We walked down the main track to Doğubeyazıt and took 
the first turn left. Here a Saker Falcon flew swiflty over our heads and at the junction we saw another Finsch’s 
Wheatear and several Isabeline Wheatears. After about 500 meters on this track we saw the large rock on our 
right-hand side – the place for the finch. We heard a finch-like call and quickly located several juvenile 
Mongolian Finches (39°30'42.33"N, 44° 7'34.63"E). We looked at the slope on the left-hand side of the road 
(which should be good for the bunting) but found only Horned Larks and a distant Long-legged Buzzard. We 
again tried the big rock and again found the Mongolian Finches, now also an adult bird was present! 
Rainclouds were coming our way so we headed back to the pension. 

 
Saturday 23rd of July - Ishak Paşa and its surroundings, and marshed close to Karabulak 
 
We woke up early and directly went to the southern track again. On our way we heard a Quail, saw several 
young Whitethroats and a Black Redstart (ssp. Semirufus). We were surprised to see 3 Ortolan Buntings on the 
hillside – but no Greynecks. We went looking on the slope on the left-hand side of the road, and after some 



walking we found 2 suspicious-looking Buntings. When we finally managed to get good views of the male it 
appeared to be the sought after Grey-necked Bunting! We had great scope views and it even started singing for 
us. Also several Mongolian Finches flew past and on our way back we had another Finsch’s Wheatear, a Hobby 
and some Horned Larks in juvenile plumage. 
We then went to the second parking lot, some 100 meters east of the castle, where Jorrit Vlot saw a Semi-
collared Flycatcher last year (see map). Again we were in luck, because after checking some sparrows in the 
garden of the mosque behind the soft-drink stand we located a female Semi-collared Flycatcher (39°31'13.81"N 
44° 8'7.23"E). We got close views after which we headed back to the pension. During the walk we saw an adult 
Lammergeier flying low over our tents! 
 
At 9.30 we went to Dogubayazit by minibus (they come regularly: don`t let yourself be talked into an 
overpriced taxi!). Here we went on a bus heading for/in the direction of Iğdir, and got of close to Karabulak 
(11:30). Here we birded a lake and some reed beds just East of the road, including a maginificent sight on 
Mount Ararat. 
 
We decided to check out these marshes on advice of the Vlot brothers – many marsh species should be present 
including Collared and Black-winged pratincole. We were dropped of by the bus at the wrong spot (in the village 
of Karabulak), but appeared to be close to another marsh. In the fields we found a tame Short-toed Lark, and 
while scanning the marsh found two new birds of prey: Montagu’s and Marsh Harrier. Whiskered and White-
winged Black Terns were flying around and a lot of waders came into view: Black-winged Stilts, Avocets, Little 
Stints, Common Redshanks, Ruffs, Kentish Plovers and a lone Ruddy Shelduck. We heard another Quail in the 
field an decided to go back to avoid the nearing rainclouds. We were constantly followed by little boys, who 
eventually started throwing stones at us, a local game which we enjoyed less than they did. Niels got hold of 
one and gave him a good tug on the ear, but this did not seem to impress him much. We were happy to quickly 
catch a dolmuş back to Doğubeyazıt. 
 
At 13.30 we left with the dolmuş and were back at the palace with an hour, where we visisted the palace itself, 
as well as birded the surroundings again. 
 
Niels and Nienke stayed at the pension, where they saw a Red-fronted Serin and several Bee-eaters sitting on a 
wire close by. Thomas and Helen climbed the hill north of the castle where they saw many Chukars and Black 
Redstarts (ssp. Ochruros and Semirufus), a Water Pipit, Crag Martins were flying near the top and a Red-
fronted Serin flew past. 
 

Sunday 24th of July - Ishak Paşa and its surroundings, Bendimahi marshes and back to Van 
 
This day we decided to take a walk into the mountains before leaving Ishak Paşa. Near a nomad camp we found 
a Grey-necked Bunting (39°31'19.24"N, 44° 8'21.09"E) singing on a rock, some Ortolan Buntings and Tawny 
Pipits. Higher up we met a Dutch couple who happened to know Helen. Past the nomad camp we saw 
Snowfinches, Isabeline Wheatears and Horned Larks. We decided to climb the mountain on our left-hand side 
and when  we eventually reached the top we had magnificent views of mt. Ararat in the distance and met a 
group of shepherds who had huge dogs with spiked necklaces with them. When they walked away they flushed 
a juvenile Lammergeier. On our way back we spotted a Rock Trush. Back at our tents we packed our stuff and 
headed for the bus back to Van. 
 
We returned at 10.15 and packed our stuff, went down to Dogubayazit, and got a minibus heading for Van at 
14:00 (20 YTL pp). at 15:45 we were at the junction at Karahan, where Helen and Thomas got off the bus to bird 
the Bendimeihi marshes.  
 
On our way to Van Helen and Thomas decided to take a look at the Bendimahi marshes, so they got out at the 
junction at the village of Kharaman. It was still a kilometre or so to a good viewpoint and we got a ride from a 
nice Turkish guy to the bridge. We put our backpacks under the bridge and started looking at the reed beds on 
the eastern side of the bridge. Here we quickly found several Great Reed Warblers but also 2 Moustached 
Warblers! Many Armenian Gulls flew past, together with a Gull-billed tern. On the western side of the bridge 
we could look out over the marshes, where we saw many Squacco Herons, Little Egrets, some Black-winged 



Stilts, a Marsh Harrier and Ruffs. We decided to head back to Van and started waiting for a dolmuş at the 
bridge, where a Purple Heron flew past. 
 
We left at 17:15, when we were easily picked up by a minibus to Van. This time we stayed in another hotel 
(name unknown), close to Beş Yol roundabout (35 YTL for a double including breakfast). 
 

 

Map of Ishak Paşa (upper centre) and it`s surroundings. Upper right is the spot of the Semi-collared Flycatcher, 
and in the lower part te sites of Mongolian Finch (left) and Grey-necked Bunting (right). We stayed just south 

east of the castle. 
 

 
 

View from the east side of Ishak Paşa. The site of the Semi-collared Flycatcher is right in the picture. 



 
Monday 25th of July - Van castle and its surroundings 
 
We took a taxi to Van Castle in the early morning (20 YTL total) from the roundabout and were quickly brought 
to the entrance of the castle. 
After getting out of the car we directly spotted an adult Egyptian Vulture flying around the castle. We headed 
towards a promising looking reed bed across the fields and quickly noticed several Moustached Warblers 
moving trough the vegetation. Sedge Warbler was also present and made an easy comparison. We moved on 
along the reed beds and saw several typical reed land species: Great Reed Warbler, Water rail, Reed Warbler, 
Fan-tailed Warbler, Bearded Reedling, juvenile Penduline Tits and Armenian Gulls. Eventually we located a 
Paddyfield Warbler (38°29'34.14"N, 43°19'12.66"E) washing itself, thus giving nice views. A little further we 
saw several more Moustached Warblers while Black-headed Yellow Wagtails were sitting in the fields. 
 
In the hope of seeing the Citrine wagtails, we headed to the Southern marshes. In an orchard we saw a female 
Semi-collared Flycatcher while we heard singing Golden orioles. When the castle came into view we again saw 
the Egyptian Vulture, harassed by a Roller. After climbing through several fences and walking along a smelly 
canal we arrived in the southern marshes. Here warbler activity was zero, but we found a nice pool with several 
waders: Little Ringed Plover, Black-winged Stilt, a Black-tailed Godwit and Little Stints. Gulls were flying past, 
including Slender-billed Gull, Mediterranean Gull, Armenian Gull and Gull-billed Tern. We walked back and 
decided to visit the castle later – it was already hot and we were quite tired. 
 
We went back to the centre by bus (1.5 YTL pp) and slept during part of the afternoon. In the late afternoon we 
visited the castle itself, again getting there by bus. 
 
After some rest at the hotel we headed back to the castle to watch the inside. It proved to be a very effective 
castle – the entrance was unfindable, and after we got trough yet another fence we were bound to keep 
walking along the walls. Eventually we climbed our way in and got close views of the Egyptian Vulture. We saw 
several Rollers and Rock Nuthatches, and after buying some paper tissues we headed back to the famous 
Grand Pizza where we had a delicious meal, to be followed by some beers in a rooftop pub.  
 

 
View on the Van marshes, from Van castle. 

 
 



Tuesday 26th of July - Flight to Istanbul 
 
At 10:00 we took a taxi to Van airport (15 minutes, 23 YTL total) from where our fligh to Istanbul with Pegasus 
airlines left at 12:35. Out of the window on the airport we saw a group of Greater Flamingos flying over lake 
Van.  At 14:50 we arrived again at Sabiha Gökçen airport, and decided to stay again in Kadiköy because of it’s 
location out of the city centre as well as the (probably) cheaper hotels. 
 

Wednesday 27th of July - Istanbul and flight to Amsterdam 
 
Today we headed to the city centre to see some cultural highlights. Crossing the Bosporus we saw the already 
familiar Yelkouan Shearwaters, Shags and Mediterranean Gulls. In the centre we paid nice visits to the bazaar 
to buy some souvenirs and we visited the Blue Mosque. We took the ferry back and after some more relaxing 
headed again to the airport. With our last liras we bought some burgers and after a 3-hour flight arrived at 
Schiphol. At 21:20 we then took off from Sabiha Gökçen airport, to Amsterdam. Tired but satisfied we returned 
home! 
 
 
 

 
 

The birding crew at Ishak Paşa!  
From left to right: Thomas Lameris, Helen Rijkes, Niels Bot and Nienke Lameris. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


